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	Unit
	Texts, readings, media, worksheets, etc. 
	Assessments: projects, papers, etc.  
	Goals
	# of weeks 

	Poetry
	A Dream Within A Dream & The Haunted Palace By Edgar Allen Poe
The Sound of the Trees & Ghost House by Robert Frost
Success is Counted Sweetest, In a Library & I Cannot Live with You by Emily Dickinson 
Open Your Eyes by Staind 
Beauty in the Beast by Gavin Rossdale 
	Comparison paper of the poems and song lyrics
Poetry Book: Collection of poetry written by the student  and a collection of poetry/song lyrics by other authors the student likes

Presentation of song lyrics or a poem of choice and what they believe the meaning is and why
	Components of poetry: simile, metaphor, symbolism, etc.
Critical analysis of poems and song lyrics

Dispelling myths of what poetry has to be

	4

	Literature
	Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury
The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald
The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros 

The Color Purple by Alice Walker 


	Exam after each book including vocabulary 
Paper: commonality between two of the books

Weekly journaling on thoughts, questions, etc. about each book

Class discussion before each exam 
	Critical analysis of literature 
Finding common themes/topics between seemingly unrelated books 

Vocabulary 

Other points of view 
	6

	Plays
	Romeo & Juliette by William Shakespeare 
-Clips from modern day movie

Cyrano de Bergerac by Edmond Rostand 

Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller 

Skellig by David Almond 
	Performance of a scene of their choice (individual or pairs)
Group discussion of difficult scenes 

Short Quizzes  on each play to make sure students fully understand them

Online posts regarding the plays: thoughts, questions, ideas, etc. 
	Understanding of drama
Performance
Use of online posting 


	6

	Public Speaking/ Research Paper 
	Lesson teaching students how to research a topic and find reliable sources 
Lesson on MLA format

Worksheet facilitating in class on-line and print research 

Library work time 


	In class research activities 

Outline of paper and rough drafts as they go along

Research paper on a topic of their choice 

Presentation of their paper in speech form
	Public speaking practice
Speech writing 

Writing a good research paper

Online and print research
	4

	Literature Circle
	Crosses by Shelly Stoehr
Stick Figure by Lori Gottlieb

Rats Saw God by Rob Thomas 

Six Months to Live by Lurlene McDaniel 
Twisted by Laurie Halse Anderson 

Smack by Melvin Burgess 


	Daily small group discussion
Formation of questions for each discussion

Creation of a class long lesson about the book

Presentation of the lesson 
	Real life experiences the students can relate to
Learning how to lead and participate in independent discussion

Public speaking practice

Learning about a book from peers
	6

	Short Stories
	A Haunted House by Virginia Woolf 

Face Relations: Eleven Stories About Seeing Beyond Color by Marilyn Singer

No Easy Answers: Short Stories about Teenagers Making Tough Choices by Donald R. Gallo
	Small group discussions
Writing a short story of their own following one of the author’s styles 

Online posts
	Learning how to get a point across in as few words as possible
Short stories vs. novels 
	4

	Student’s Choice 
	Book of choice
Mixed media choice: graphic novel, newspaper, magazine, etc.
	Website, power point presentation or other form of technology on their book of choice, mixed media choice and comparison to what we have been doing in class
Presentation or walk-through of their project to the class and ability to answer questions from peers and teacher
	Use of technology
Presentation/ public speaking skills 

Complete understanding of their choice book
	6


I feel that this curricular map strongly demonstrates my ideas about teaching.  Instead of focusing on certain topics, I chose to use units that covered various aspects of an English class. By splitting the curriculum into poetry, short stories, plays, etc., I feel that I will be able to include a wider range of topics in my teaching.  If I would have done units that had a common theme then I would only have been able to cover those seven themes.  This way the students are being exposed to various forms of English with various themes.  The way I have designed the curriculum allows room for the students to find their own connections.  This does not limit them to seeing the connection that would have been presented if I had used specific themes. I feel that this also makes them focus on the texts more critically since they are the ones who must find those connections.  This type of curriculum forces the students to think.

Another thing that I tried to do was give the students a voice in the classroom. Three out of the seven units allowed them to choose a book or topic. I believe that students need to be interested in something to want to learn it. Also, allowing the students to make choices lessens the feeling of them being forced into reading something. In addition to choice books and topics, I tried to incorporate a lot of small group and class discussion. This allows the students to ask questions about things they were unsure of and receive multiple view points on what they are reading. It also allows the students to decide (for the most part) the direction that the discussion takes. I feel that it is unproductive for a teacher to strictly lead a discussion because they do not always know what the students need or want to talk about.  

I tried to use texts that were from various points of view and covered many topics. I wanted to try to include all students. I feel like my curriculum has a good balance of the classics and newer texts. This is something that some teachers may not like, but it is the direction that English is heading. What students read needs to be relevant to their lives in some way or it is not really worth them reading. I also included some technology because it has become a big part of students’ lives. This allows the students to express something that they are good at that is not normally evaluated. It also allows them to teach me things that I may not be familiar with. The online posts allow those students who are not very vocal in class to participate comfortably in discussion. It also helps me as the teacher prepare for the next day because I will know what they understood, what they did not, what they want to learn more about, etc. 
At first glance, the curriculum I have created is not very traditional. After further inspection, one will find that there are many traditional aspects of an English class that are mixed in with newer ideas. The curriculum that I have created is about the students. It gives them a chance to be creative while learning. It allows them to have some say in their education, which I feel is a very important concept. It gives them exposure to reading, writing, speaking, technology and mixed media sources. This curriculum will keep them engaged in the material that is presented instead of just doing everything because they have to.    

